Translating English Phrases into Mathematical Terms
Common Key Words and Phrases Used in Word Problems

	Word or Phrase
	Example
	Numerical Expression

	I. Addition
	
	

	   Sum of
	The sum of -6 and 2
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	   Added to
	7 added to -9
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	   More than
	6 more than 7
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+



	   Increased by
	-3 increased by 5
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-+



	   Plus
	4 plus 12
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+



	II.  Subtraction
	
	

	   Difference between
	The difference between 2 and -3
	
[image: image6.wmf]2(3)

--



	   Subtracted from
	6 subtracted from 12
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	   From…, subtract…
	From 8, subtract 5
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	   Less
	9 less 12
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-



	   Less than
	9 less than 12 
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	   Decreased by
	4 decreased by -2
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--



	   Minus
	7 minus 4
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	III.  Multiplication
	
	

	   Product of
	The product of -3 and -6
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--



	   Times
	14 times -3
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-



	   Twice (“2 times”)
	Twice 5
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	   Of (used with fractions)
	½ of 24
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	   Percent of
	15% of 60
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	   As much as
	¾ as much as 20
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	IV.  Division
	
	

	   Quotient of
	The quotient of -15 and 3
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-



	   Divided by
	-20 divided by -5
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-

-



	   Ratio of
	The ratio of 3 to 5
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	*** Equality Symbol
	
	

	   is, the result is,
	
	

	   equals, is equal to
	
	


You Try It:

1. 8 less than -3

2. The sum of 8 and -5

3. 14 added to the sum of (-2) and 7

4. The difference between 7 and -12

5. 7 more than 3
6. the quotient of 14 and 6

7. the product of 6 and 8

8. 2/3 of 21

9. twice the difference between 4 and -9

10.  3 subtracted from the product of 12 and 5.
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